
HOW FREE PORTS WOULD UPBUILD
Experiments Tried

of and Movement Here
Many

ERMAffTS free ports played a( j .large part In building up her
foreign trade before the war,

and they will agnln figure potently In
her efforts to recover her lost mnrkots
and to lncrcn.se her oversea fields of
commerce after pence 'is restored. This
fact gives nddltional Importance to
the hearings held hero rccrntly under
tl;o auspices of tho United States
Tariff Commission for tho purpose of
discussing America's adoption of fre
ports as a means of facilitating foreign
It ado and at tho same tlmo giving
American exporting Industries a
chanco to compete on moic neatly
even terms with the keenest of their
alien rivals.

According to students of Interna-
tional commerce, nil producing nations
arc going to fuce a period of prolonged
nnd desperate mercantile conflict fol-
lowing a dcajjiratlon of peace. This
Is regarded as Inevitable because of
the enormous financial sacrifices im-

posed by the war, and a prime means
of financial rehabilitation will bo
through the channels of export busi-
ness and the vigorous promotion of
oversea trade. Logically, then, the
lnltcd States will be able to hold
Its own during that era of readjust-
ment only If It has at Its command
the samo sort of business weapons as
its rivals. Free ports are among these
weapons.

Congressman Murray Hulbert of
New York, has lately made It clear
why there .tiust be a popular realiza-
tion of Juit what freo ports mean.
He said:

"Tho Idea of free ports has appealed
to me strongly for a long time, and
the advantages enjoyed by the ex-
porter operating from within favored
zones of that sort were brought
sharply to my attention when in Eu- - f
rope. A couple of years ago I tried
to stir up Interest in Congress for the
purpose of obtaining free port legisla-
tion, and with the exception of two
legislative fellows I could not find that
my colleagues In the House had the
temotcst notion of tho true purpose
of the free ports of Continental Eu-
rope.

"The Republican members com
monly believed that I was bent upon
foisting free trade upon the country
under a delusive guise; while my
Democratic confreres were equally
convinced that the establishment of a
few free porta ment otherwise tho
perpetuation of what they were
pleased to term the iniquitous tariff.

"They thought mo revolutionary, and
classed me broadly with the genus
raw members, and would not listen
long enough to be enlightened. 1

needn't detail the hard row I set1 my-

self to hoe In breaking ground for a
better understanding of the real pur-
pose and character of free ports. I
am thankful that there is now a grow-
ing realization of tho actual nature of
these aids to far flung trade; and
through the cooperation of others In
Washington, who have awakened to
our need of kindred facilities, we are
In a fair way to legalize zones of this
sort within our continental limits In
the course of the near future. But
there must be a general demand
among our business interests to bring
this about.

Functions of a Free Port
"Fundamentally a free port zone Is

a neutral area within a country where
the domestic manufacturer and the
importer and exporter can operate
without tariff burdens in preparing,
making or otherwise handling prod-
ucts. In part or In whole dependent
upon foreign raw materials or in
gredients, which if otherwise brought
into the country would be taxed. Re-

member that all of these Imported
materials are reworked, repacked or
otherwise dealt with for the purpose of
reshlpment to customers abroad, and
none of them is allowed to enter the
country for domestic consumption un-

less it pay the prescribed duty.
"In short, native capital, domestic

kill and national labor make It possi-
ble. to prepare the imported stuffs for
export under especially favorable con-

ditions, and enable the resident indus-
tries to keep down osts, especially of
raw and more or less finished foreign
ingredients, so that they can compete
In the markets of the world with their
most favored rivals. Let me give a
concrete example of how the free port
Idea might work Irere.

"It seems that the United States
Steel Corporation has acquired re-

cently something like 12,000 acres on
ithe Mobile River Just above the city of
Mobile. In fact the area of this prop-
erty is greater than that which the
city itself covers.

"With an easy outlet through Mo-kl- le

Bay to the Oulf of Mexico ships
'would have a comparatively short run
to nearby Cuba, where it is possible to
obtain iron ore of a superior quality.
Now a steel plant situated next door to
Mobile would be able to draw freely
upon the coal and iron deposits of the
contiguous Southern States.

"I am told that a certain percentage
of Cuban ore mixed with native ore
will produce a grade of steel of excep-

tional character. In short unequalled.
If steel mills were established near
Mobile within a free port zone those
plants would bo ableto make for ex-

port, without paying duty on the
Cuban ore, products that would find a
ready and a very profitable, market in
Mexico, Central America and the still
bigger fields of South America. They
could do this and compete with Euro-
pean manufacturers upon the best of
terms.

Am Incidental Beneflt.
"Some time ago a ship' bound from

Halifax to Bermuda sprang a leak on
her southward run and had to put In
to New York for repairs. As she car-
ried a full cargo It was not practicable
to drydock her while laden. Accord-
ingly It y for her owners
to remove her freight and have Jt
stored in bonded warehouses while the
vessel was being made fit to go to sea
again.

"The charges Incidental to carrying
the cargo to storage, keeping It there,
obtaining Its release ultimately and
removal to the steamship, Ac, cost
mora than the Insuranoe on the ship,
and the net result was that all of the
salvage was eaten up by the expenses

Abroad Show Value
Plan, Gains

Prominent Advocates
Incident to meeting tho levies and In-

conveniences Imposed by the customs
authorities. Had New York possessed
a freo port zono It would havo been
ontirely practicable to discharge tho
vessel's freight there without paying
any customs dues whatsoever, and pie,
losses mentioned would havo been re-
duced to n minimum.

"At the same time, an American
shipyard and American labor would
havo profttid by tho steamship's
plight. Repair plants located In a frou
port zone would favor tho calling of
foreign ships which otherwlso might
venture on to a home port In order to
avoid the expenses and troubles Just
referred to.

'.'And don't ljf us forget that a free
port need not necessarily he immedi-
ately contiguous Jo the sen, even
though Its reason for being Is to pro-mo- to

foreign commerce. Chicago Is
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NEW VORK
WHO IS FOR FREE FORT

-

certainly not what might properly be
termed a seaport, and yet It is con-
ceivable that there would be an ad-
mirable site for a free port zone.

It is a 6ooming locality, nnd
business there mlqht be greatly aug-
mented If It were possible to handle,
rework or lertnln com-
modities from the raw products that
Canada could supply in ' such vast

"A free port near hypti the shore of
Lake Michigan would make it practi

Continued from Second Payc.

25 was regarded as hastening the fate
of Trieste, which was evacuated by
civilians.

By August 29 they had gained com
plete control of the Iialnsizza and.
Carso platMius, had entered tho Chla- -
povano valley and were making
steady gains On San Gabrlclc, regarded
as the key to the whole situation and
to an Invasion of the plains stretching
toward Vienna.

German troops appeared for the first
time on the Carso front on Septem
ber 1. The brilliant of
tho Italian army left the world wholly

for the- - events of the lat-
ter part of October. On October 24
the Austrian and German forces made
a sudden attack in the Julian Alps,
beat down tho resistance of the Ital-
ian troops, lowered by Socialist

and threatened the rear of
the army on the south.

This forced the hasty retirement of
the whole Italian force along the sev-
enty miles from the Carnlc Alps to
the wu. On October 2S the Teutons
took Qorlzla and Clvedale, The fol-
lowing day tho entire Isonzo front col-
lapsed.

Italians In Retreat.
All the Italian forces retreated to-

ward the RlvT, where It
was believed a stand would be made.
Udlne, formerly the Italian base of
supplies, fell on October 30. In the
first week of the fighting the Italians
had lost more than 250,000 prisoners
and 2,300 guns.

By November 1 the Italians were bo-hi-

the ltlver. This
line was held until November 0 when
the Italians once more fell back. On
November 9 they reached tho lino of
tho Have River, where it was believed,
and as events afterward proved, a
stand would be made,

At this tlmo, November 9, a change
was made In the Italian hlgii com-
mand. Gen. Cadorna, who had com-

manded the Italian armies for tho
entire period of tho war, was trans-
ferred to the Military Coun-
cil and Gen. Diaz assumed command
of In the field.

On November 10 the capture of
Astago by the Teutons revealed their
strategy of a great flanking move-
ment which If successful would force
the of the whole of

Italy probably as far as
the Adlge River. On November 11 the
Teutons captured Belluno and the fol-

lowing day advanced down the Plave
to Feltre.

By the end of November the Plave
line had stiffened, the force
of the German drive seemed to be
spent and French and British troops
and artillery had arrived and were
held as reserves.

The United States of
war on Austria was Joyfully received
1ft Italy nnd was made the oocaslon of
a great public in Home,

The Teutons continued heavy pres.
sure on both ends of the Plave line,
but were able to make "no decisive

I)
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cable to draw upon the wide hin-

terland of the neighboring States as
well as tho Dominion of Canada for
stuffs that could be wrought in .com-
bination, without tariff charges, and
made under Ideal conditions Into Just
such commodities ns foreign markets
might desire, the goods reaching the
seaboard either by way of the St. Law-
rence or by the New York State Uarge
Canal, Again. Canada might bo the
ultimate market for many of these
products and, onlike now, the re

gains, while the coming of snow and
the setting In of winter conditions
promised definite nid to the Italians in
the protection of Venice and the Vene-
tian plalr

Jerusalem Taken From
Turks by the British

marked the campaigns of
SUCCESS armies In Mesopo-

tamia and Palestine. The chief
objective points of both expeditions,
Bagdad in Mesopotamia and Jerusalem
In Palestine, fell to tho Allies.

Tho capture of these ancient cities
represented more than the taking of
two Turkish strongholds. To tho Ger
mans Bagdad was the desired eastern
terminus of the great Teutonic rail-
way project and one of the goals of
the ic expansion toward
tho Orient. Jerusalem was the site
of n German development that had
made It tho centre for nn advance i

upon Egypt and lliu Silos Canal.
Tho expedition against Bagdad was

under the command of Major-Ge-

Frederick Stanley Maude, who was
said to have had at his call 120,000
men. The British army advanced
across the Babylonian plains nnd on
February 26 recaptured Kut el Amara,
taking several thousand prisoners.

The British forces next attacked the
Turkish positions on tho Dlalah and
tho Tigris, and after three days of
whirlwind fighting they entered the
City of the Caliphs on March 11 as
victors. After months of rest during
tho cxtremo hot season Gen. Maude
renewed his offensive, capturing a
Turkish stronghold on tho Kuphrates
with Its commander and 4,000 pris-
oners.

He then directed his operations
along the Tigris Valley and by tho end
of October had carried the British
lines almost to Mosul and within
striking distance of tho completed por-

tion of tho Bagdad Railway.
Gen. Maudo died after a few days

Illness on November 18.
The first intimation of the British

advance Into Palestine was tho an-

nouncement on March 7 of the capture
of El Khulll, only fifteen miles south
of Jerusalem.

Tho British forces thereafter re-

mained seemingly Inactive until early
In November, when they captured
Beersheba. Thoy renowed their attack
upon Gaza, and after seven days fight-
ing the town fell. One column pressed
north of Beersheba and tools tho Junc-
tion of the railroad to Damascus, the
other captured the Junction of tho rail-
road from Jaffa, tho port of Jerusalem,
to Jerusalem, nnd on November 18 oc-

cupied Jaffa. By November 22 It hsd
pushed eastward until It was within
five miles of the Holy City.

The column advancing from the
south found Hebron evacuated and the
Turks Intrenched at Bethlehem, with
the guns so posted that a counter fire
would endanger the sacred village It
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commission, and the assent of that
body would have to be won after tho
city or port making application has
adduced data showing its commercial
Importance. Its water and rail facili-
ties nnd a disposition on the part of
its commercial bodies to make the
most of tho opportunities offered by
a free port zone.

ItrnaKu In Knropr.
"And back of every nnpllcation of

this sort there must beTindisputablc
evidence that the rontrlhutlve hinter-
land will bciieflt ns well. In short we
must recognize thnt free ports have
a national and not a local service to
perform."

The Merchants Association here has
come squarely out In fayr of a freo
port zone within the metropolitan dis-

trict, and four years ago It sent Philip
15. Kennedy of NVw York University
abroad to study the operation of Eu-

ropean freelorts. Mr. Kennedy's re-

port was based primarily upon data
obtained In connection with tho free
ports of Copenhagen. 'Hamburg and

executed a circling movement, and
after driving the Turks from the ridge
overlooking Jerusalem on the west
were at the gates of the city.

On December 9 the Mayor and Chief
of Police came out with a flag of
truce and formally surrendered Jeru-
salem to the British commander. Gen.
Sir Kdmtfnd Henry Allenby. The vic-

tors entered the city on December 10.

The Year Uneventful
I in the Balkans I

v J
year was without any imporT tant military activities or devel-

opments In tho Balkan regions.
Rumania had been overrun by the

Austro-Germn- n for?o with tho
of a small portion In the north-

east along the Russian border, and tho
capitnl had been removed to .Tossy.
Tho Serbians had succeeded In holding
Monastlr, but had been unable to
make nny ndvance.

By the action of the Paris confer-
ence allied troops were withdrawn
from parte of northern Greece for ser-vlc- o

on other fronts. 'In December
Gen. Sarrall was recalled from

and Gen. Guillemot was formally
placed In command at that point on
December 24.

Karly In Jurfo the Entente Powers
arrived at the conclusion that tho time
lor declslvo action regarding Greece
had come. . M. Jonnnrt, a member of
tho French Senate, presented an ulti-
matum to Premier italmls, and on
June 12 King Constantino abdicated In
favor of his second son, Alexander.

Venlzelos ncrlved at Athens on Juno
21. On June 27 the new Ministry
which he had formed took the oath.
Two days later Greece severed rela-
tions with the Central Powers and
began the rehabilitation of her army.

Submarine Blockade
I a Diminishing Menace

naval history for tho year
THE Itself Into tho history of

tho submarine. With tho excep-
tion of a few minor engagements be-

tween patrol boats and tho hunting
down of a raider or two all the ener-
gies of tho naval forces of all the
belligerents were dovotcd on tho ono
hand to tho development of the sub-
marine and on tho other to hunting it
down.

Germany ruthlessly made good her
threat of unrestricted submarlno war-for- o.

During tho month of February
London reported shipping sunk to the
amount of 479,000 tons. This was n
considerable Incrcnso over tho preced-
ing month, when 330,000 tons had been
sunk. ,

The most sensational episodes In
March wore the- - sinking of seven
Dutch food ships qnd the sinking of
tho three American ships, the City of
Memphis, tho Illinois and tho Vlgi- -

cus-
toms ofliclals were an unknown species
to commerce." Referring to Hnmburg,
for Instance, ho said: "There Is an
Interesting way of bringing ships up
the river to the freo port. Tho red
tnpe amounts to nothing except that
the pilot Is a sworn man, who la
under path not to allow any goods to
leave the vessel while It Is In his
charge. There has never been nn evi-

dence of bad faith on the part of these
pilots.

"Of-
-

the, special advantages to trade
offered by a free port the first is that
already mentioned of freedom from
red tape and expense connected with
drawbacks and bonded warehouses. A

second advantage' Is that when a ship
ties up In a free port It Is possible to
unload the cargo without any customs
Inspections.

"Itenresentntlves of steamship lines
say that this is a great luxury for
them, as It enables them to have
quicker nnd better control over their
ships. In these days of large invest
merit In ships saving In time means i

mtrc voyages and larger Interest re-- 1

lancla, which served as the final straw
to American forbearance. v

The torpedoing of tho French
cruiser Danton Ir. the Mediterranean
with a loss ofj 296 men was the most
serious loss of the month from a mili
tary point of view. Tho tonnage sunk
during March showed a distinct In-

crease, 600,000 tons being sent to the
bottom.

Tho peak of German efforts seems
to have been reached Hi April, when
the sinkings aggregated 7SS.00O tons.
British, hospital ships, Belgian relief
ships nnd ships of Brazil, Argentina
and other neutral countries were In-

cluded In this great bag.
May saw a distinct falling off, 549.- -

000 tons being th record. In spite" of
this showing the whole situation was
regarded as most grave and engaged
the attention of all the allied Govern-
ments.

Methods of fighting the submnrlno
seemed to Improve slightly, nnd It was
believed, although no facts cr figures
havo ever been given out, thut many
submarines were being run down, cap
tured nnd destroyed. The destroyer
seeuifU tho most efficacious weapon
against them and the ono they most
feared.

The American destroyer flotilla un- -

der Rear Admiral Sims wns now In the
danger zone assisting. In the work of
patrol and convoy. It Is probable thut'
Improved organization rather than Im
proved. devices was responsible for tho
check to tho

In Juno thero was a disconcerting
Increase in the losses, estimated at
75S.000 tons, but ln.Iuly these figures
were reduce to 463,000 tons, the
smallest since the unrestricted sink-
ings began.

In August the losses crept up again,
this tlmo to 591,000 tons. During Au
gust occurred tho Belgian Prince out-
rage which horrified even those cal-

loused by German barbarities.
During' September tho losses fell to

considerably under 400,000 tons, a ratio
of decrease which, so far as figures are
available has been maintained. The
best of the scotching of tho submarine
nnd of tho effectiveness of tho mothr 's
of fighting It Is to bo found in tho fnct
that In October a reduction of 23 per
cent. In tho premium rate for Insur-
ance was announced.

Probably the most brlllianti single
feat of tho year was performed by a
small Italian patrol boat that slipped
Into Trieste harbor and sank the bat-
tleship Wlen nnd disabled tho Monarch.

On November 3 British ships sank
eleven German vessels of the patrol
boat typo In the Cattegat. The aux-
iliary cruiser Marie of 3,000 tons was
tho largest one sunk.

Airplanes Replace Zepps
in Raids on England

outstanding feature of theTIIK ear In aerial warfnre has been
decline In the use of the

Zeppelin as a raider and the great in- -

ASSOCIATION

turns. Tho quickness with which cargo j

can be discharged is also of advantage
to consignee.

"It Is an advantage in getting goods
inland, because It relieves congestion
and gives a steady stream of goods
which may be Inspected as part of the
routine. In the case of transit goods
It la pure gain. The time clement In
handling cargo is becoming more and
more Important. The great foe o
speedy service Is congest.on, and the

and
per

but

and

the

the

ease which may be received will sutllce to prevent thu
Into a free port Is highly movement of Imports Inland

have not paid. Tho
can best the possil le port New

here of If re- - improved stretches of shore line which
suits abroad are Instanced. uould admirably to
hagen, which was a port this measure of nnd vet
twenty-si- x years ago. had quite
doubled her tonnage through that
agency by 1 01 Z. H.imbui g and Bremen,
prior to the war, placed

crease' of aerial raids on Knglnnd by
squadrons of airplanes.

Tho first Zeppelin raid of the season
occurred on the night of March 10.

several machines visited the
counties of' England. On,

Its return flight one raiders was
brought down near and Its
crew thirty killed.

On April 7 the greatest air battle of
the war took place on Hire western
front. A swarm of British airplanes
sent up to photograph new Ger-
man positions were nttacked In fjree.
Tho Germans lost forty-eig- ht airplanes
and ten captive balloons. The British
lost twenty-eig- ht machines.

April was a bad month for the nlr-me- n.

Figures for the month show 717
machines lost. These Included 3'19
German. 201 French nnd Belgian and
147 British airplanes.

On May 7 n British naval battleplane
brought down a Zeppelin In the Nortli
Sea. ,

The record of airplanes lost al-

most equalled tlnlt of April. It was
ofllclally announced that 713 had been

down, of which 442 were German
nnd 271 British nnd French. Capt.
Albert Ball, tho most famous British
aviator, was lost during the month.

On May 23 the eastern counties of
England were attacked by airplane
raiders. On May 70 persons
killed and 171 Injured in a raid on
Folkestone. Three of the raiders were
brought down.

On June 13 another raid cost 104
lives and persons Injured. Many

these were school children. On Juno
17 two persons were killed nnd sixteen
Injured. Ono Zeppelin was brought
down In flames.

IrltUh Up in nut! Itrrlnt.
July brought air rfklds on a largo

scale by all the Harwich,
which wns raided on July 4, suffered
severely. But on July 7 Loudon un-
derwent a great and dramatic raid

German planes tho
largo now type participated. It
was broad daylight, raiders were
plainly vlslhle, and the In the
air between nttackors and defenders
was watched by millions of people.

The Kngllsh peoplo began pressing
the matter of reprisals, agnlnst which
tho Government had steadily held out.
On July the east coast of Hneland
was again visited by raiders, who wero
driven back before they reached Las-do- n.

Up to the end of July It was re-
ported that persons had been killed
and 1,092 Injured In air rulds In the
London

On July 0 France, ns a retaliation
for German raids on open French
towns, sent a grent fleet of eighty- -

machines far Into Germany.
Coblenz, Treves nnd Essen wero nil at
tacked. Tho exploit of Sergeant
Maxlme Callols, who flew a distance of
446 miles In seven hours and success-
fully bombed tho Krupp works, was
notable.

For tho first In a year and a
half Paris, on July 27 and 28, suffered

where she was upon tho sea and In
foreign trade,

although not strictly
possessed of a freo port In the Euro-
pean sense, has nevertheless a foreign
zone where the of a freo port
are In the main enjoyed. lictwecn18S8

1912 the tonnago of vessels enter-
ing Increased 265 cent.,
while during that tlmo the port of New
Tork could show a gain of 140 per
cent, Singapore, said to bo chief

' hatting placo of vessels engaged in
trade between the Occident the
Orient," owing to its free port features
has won for itself commerce valued ap-

proximately at $300,000,000 a year.
It has been said: "The port which

can itself a convenient place for
interchange of merchandise pass-

ing from one vessel to another finds
its prosperity num-
ber of vessels arriving grows from
year to year. Tho facilities required
for handling, storing, mixing and in-

terchange of the labor
required for this service, now uses
for docks and warehouses In which
these Interchanges can be conveniently

with goods unauthorized
everywhere upon

appreciated." which duties been
One Judge of of York has extensive
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make

Increasing. The

merchandise,

made, the handling of merchandise la
the making up of new consignments
and the Increase in the number of
steamships arriving and taking on
fresh supplies before their departure
nil tend to make Increased business for
the port and its varied Interests."

XtMT York'a Ail van tnera
A free port zone must of necessity

be an Isolated area susceptible of the
rearing of landward barriers which

be within easy touch of rail and water
communication and siiiinlles of labor.
domestic materials, &c.

There are nearly a hundred steam- -

airplane, attacks. The attacks were
futile.

British olliclal llguies showed that
420 airplanes had been brought down
on the western front dining July.

Tho giant Cnpron! airplane, the new
Italian typo, made Its appearance early
In August, when u great raid was acJ
compllshcd on tho Austrian baso at
Pol l. Tl.o huge Capronl bomb carriers
weio escorted by fast scout plines,
thirty-si- x In all.

On August 22 and again on Septem-
ber 2, .! and 4 England suffered severe
raids. On the lir.st date the Germans
also attacked Vaudelaineoiirt Ilospltnl
In Mi nee. killing ten wounded men
nnd twenty nurses. Another attack
on tho same hospital a week later cost
nineteen killed nnd twenty-si- x In lured.
On September S the British-America- n

hospital known ns tho Harvard unit
wns nttacked. four Americans being
killed nnd ten wounded.

Throughout the mVmth of September
England underwent frequent raids, al-
ways with airplanes, the Zeppelin
seemingly having lioeu abandoned.

I'mnoum I' re n eh Atlatnr Lost.
It was announced on September 25

that Capt. GcnriM Guynemer, the most
famous of French military aviators,
had been killed. During September
704 airplanes wero destroyed on the
western front.

On Octolsr I the greatest air raid In
hlstoty was made on English coast
towns, four rquadrons of machines be-

ing engaged, Tho casualties wero not
so great ns In many previous ralfls.

Mcnntlino tho British had frequently
bombarded Belgian coast towns and
had dropped bombs on tho German
bases in Flanders, while the French
had raided German bases all along the
front and had frequently bombed the
Rhine towns.

Tho Zeppelins on October 19 made
,t dramatic and for them disastrous

into tho field. A great fleet
of cloven airships Joined In tho attack.
Many towns throughout England were
damaged, with a loss of twenty-seve- n

killed and fifty-thre- e injured. One
bomb in London killed fourteen per-
sons, eight of them children of one
family.

On their return Journey across
France the Zeppelins were chased by
airplanes and no less than five lost.
Including ono captured undamaged,
with her crew under dramatic circum-
stances.

Ono of tho remarkable feats of the
air for tho year was that accomplished
by a fleet of fourteen Italian airplanes
that flew from Milan to raid the naval
bnso at Cattnro, The planes flew to-

gether for n thousand mllea without
mishap nnd returned safely home.

During December tho British raided
(ho various bases In Belgium with con- -
llderablo success, while tho French In
tho three days between December 10
and 13 dropped many tons of projec
tiles on German bases back of the
lines and succeeded in bringing down
nine planes.

' ' ('... . .. . .

TRADE
ship lines sailing from the boroughs off
Manhattan, Brooklyn nnd Richmond,
not to mention Tho Bronx, which nro
engaged In foreign trade the world
over. Along the Jersey watenront
there aro normally many linos of
steamships running to foreign ports.
Centring hero are fifteen Lonit Islar.d
Sound steamboat lines doing business
with lmpo-ta- nt industrial cities of
New England, nnd from- - Jais port sail
regularly freight and passenger ves-
sels of a dozen lines plying In the
coastwlso trado southward to Atlantic
and Gulf ports. Canal traffic In several
directions adds to this volume of traffic.

J. C. Lincoln, trrarrager of tho traffic
bureau of the Merchants Association,
has shown thnt the thirteen lines of
railroads feeding from all parts of the
United States to the port of New York
approximate nearly 40,000 miles In
length and reach nn. enormously

domestic region. According to
this expert, the net registered tonnago,
of vessels entering nnd clearing from
tho port of Now York makes tho
metropolitan district second only to
London In the value of Its foreign
trade.

The next nearest American port In
this respect stands sixteenth on the
list of the great shipping centres of
tho world. Whatever mny bo the rea-
son for o'tablishlng a freo port zono
clsewhero in the frilled States It
should be patent that the port of New
York has every reason, because of Its
local and national Importance, to bo
among the first If not tho first to havo
n zone of tbla description.

With the return of peace the traffic
through tho Panama Cffnl Is bound to
be enormously nugmcnVd, and Liver-
pool, London, Hamburg and uosslbly
Antwerp will Inevitably strive to grip
foreign trade nnd draw to them the
vast bulk of shipping bound east and
west through tho Isthmian waterway.
A tremendous part of that potential
business will undoubtedly be In tho
nature of transshipments, repacking
or perhaps otherwlso manipulating
alien commodities.

Why then should America stand Idle
and allow this to como to pass with-
out making a proper bid for a goodly
part of tills commerce? Why shouldn't
Americans work up here for reexport
such Latin American products as
coffee, cocoa, hides, hemp, &c? To do
this we must anticipate our future
competitors, and we can do this only
by starting with tho least practicable
delay.

A rrnettenl Uiamplr,
It will be nrgurd that some of our

European rivals have freo port zones
already established, while London and
Liverpool have thu advantage of free
trade. Even so, It Is to maintain our
protective tariff nnd to fight European
freo traders and Germany with her
free ports that we must have free port
zones where we can battle on more
nearly even terms for our share of the
world's commerce.

But how can we create the operative
setting? How can we make It possible
for American capital and native enter-
prises to engage in manufacture, mix-
ing, compounding, repacking, &c, for
this particular department of com-
petitive exporting? Fortunately it Is
not necessary to send men abroad to
study tho inner workings of the estab-
lishments required.

There nre at several points along
New York's waterfront industrial oen-tr- es

that have come Into being through
the need of linking water and rail traf
fic with the least lost motion. These
plants make It possible to receive prod-
ucts or materials cither by ship or car,
and after handling them or rework-
ing them to send them onward by
whichever route best serves tho pur-
pose, probably the finest example of
tliN sort of industrial community, ami
that is what a thoroughly up to dato
free port K Is that which Irving T.
Hush, the head of the War Board for
the Port of New York, has called into
being.

At that terminal thirty international
steamship lines dock, discharging thero
merchandise from every part of the
globe. The cargoes find their way'
either directly to interior consignees
or halt on tho way at the one hundred
nnd twenty-thre- e warehouses forming
part of the plant. In the loft build-
ings there nre hundreds of busy manu-
facturers, manv of them engaged In
foreign exporting, who get their raw
materials from India. China, Japan,
Africa, Central and South America,
Kurope, the Antipodes. oh well as from
the Arctic and the Antarctic shores
and seas. In its operations, nslde from
customs supervision nnd the levying of
duties, bonding. Ac. tho Bush Terml
rial mlg'it b.' ilesciibed as a free port

America' Opiiortnnltr.
Other nations arc not slow to ap-

preciate the commercial advantage of
free ports. Trieste arid l'lumo havo
had free ports for some years, and
several Italian coast cities have en.
Joyed for n considerable tlmo freo port
raciiuies in a limited form. A llttlo
more than a year ago .Spain awakened
to tho modern demands of foreign
trade, nni? then decreed the establish-
ment of a free port at Barcelona.

The concession for the zono was
vested ill nn association consisting of
the municipality of the city and
officers or delegates of such local or-
ganizations us the Board of Harbor
Works, the Chamber of Commerce,
and other allied bodies. Other Spanish
coast cities nro likewise to havo freo
port zone privileges whenever they
deslro to establish such mercantile ex-
port bases,

In the cases of Hamburg, Bremen
and Copenhagen the capital needed
has been provided in part by tho
Stato and tho remainder by private
enterprise. Thut is to say. In each
caso tho State paid for tho land,
dredged tho harbors and built tho
piers, while duly authorized companies,
called free port warehouse companies,
provided tho necessary buildings, tho
railway tracks, freight handling facili-
ties and tho required administrative,
offices, He. It is u significant fact that
each of theso ports had prior to the
war made a handsonio net return an-
nually upon tho outlays Involved, nnd
they have unquestionably been instru-
mental In bringing millions of dollars
of business to their countries wh.Ho
making It possible to enter tno
markets of tho world under excep-
tionally fnvornblo circumstances.

As Congressman Hulbert says: "No
Intelligent American business man
who wants to sell his commodities
abroad Is going to oppose tho creation
hero of free port zones when ho
realizes tho potential benefits that they
nre bound to Insure. Free ports will
do ns much for us os they havo done
for other high tariff countries; but wo
should lose no tlmo In providing for
them if wo nro to reap our logical
share of tho world's trade."


